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A queſtion of this time. 


Why deih not the King become a Catholike ? If he would 
become a Cathalike,his realme would ſoone be at peace: 
all hi: ſubiectes would cbey him, and without ai dif- 


caliie act nowl: care him. 


Of: 


This is the daily ſpeeche of diners ; but let vs conſider he- 
ther it be not ofperſons as farre different in humours, 


| as tl ey difler in intents. 


| Hen the leagners began to doubt of the god 
{| ſuccefle of their affaires, to miſtruſt their 
{\ | owne foꝛces and to imagine, that in the ond, 
Iſthe king might become maiſter, they gaue 
YA out, that it was requiſite he ſhould become a 
NV Catholike, alleadging, that aſterwarde an 
nuch aſſuraunce as they might gather, that 
he meant gad earneſt, they would acknow⸗ 
ledge him to be their King , ſuppoſing, that if they mult needes 
grow to that paſſe, that ot᷑ neceſſitie they mult obey him, thep 
would at the leaſt perſ\wade and make the ſimple people (whome 
they had abuſed) to beleeue that their firſt ſtirring vp of theſe com- 
motions and tronbles of war, tended only to the pꝛeſeruation of 
the Cathol, Apoſtol, Nomiſh religion, and the Kings connerfton, 
n better haue beſermed the mouths 
of other Catholikes that did continue in their dueties, then 
theirs: fo; they are faz to remember, that the late deceaſed King 
was as great a catholike as any of his p2edeceſſours , and 
pet was it he whome the M eaguers did firſt ſet vpon, againtt 
| him directed they their firſt exclamations , injuries, and repꝛo⸗ 
ches, in his life time began they their conſpiracies, rebellions, - 
and dilebedience: againſt his r and eſtate did they ſo farre 


attempt, . 


- 
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A queſtion of this time. 


kftempk, as with the aduiſe of the moſt apparant p2ofeſfonrs of 
Komilh religion among them, to deliberate, conſult ef, and con- 
clude his death, whom finally moſt barbarouſly and hozribly they 
ſtroke and flew thꝛough a Jacobine Friar,whe was by them in- 
duced and bought thereto. 

The ſame Leaguers are alſo to remember, that by their wits 
kings and diffamato2y Libelles pꝛinted andpubliſhed at ſuch time 
as they thought the R. that now is to be tuerthꝛolon : paſt hope 
of euer attaining to the ſucceion of this Crown, they pꝛoclaimd 
him a relaps, aduowing, that albeit he woulze returne into the 
boſome of the catholike Church, pet he was no longer receauable 
to the ſucceſſion of the Crowne, and ſo conſequently his ſubiectes 
were diſpenſed with fox acknowledging him o2 peelding him anie 
obedience: pea this they cauſed to be pꝛeached abꝛoad by the hired 
tongues of their pzeachers . Many other ſuch ſpeeches and wꝛi⸗ 
tings of the ſame Authoꝛs conlde J here alleadge ts rep;#ue and 
conuince them of contradiction,and ſo to ſhew them to be nothing 
lefſe then ledde with ſo holy a deſire of the kings conuerfion, were 
it the Argument ofthis Diſcourſe ; but being content with this 


will indeuour to anſwere and ſatiſſie others that doe vi the ſame 
ſpeech,albcit with other affection and meaning then they. 
Among ſundꝛy that gine themfelnes ont to be the Rings ſer- 
uants, we daily heere ns other ſpeeches but tLeſe:WWonld to God 
the King would become a Catholtke : That he weuld vouchſafe 
ſo much content to the Catholtkes, as togotomafie : ſo ſhoulde 
the Leaguers no longer haue any cloke fo2 their rebellien , the 
Lownes that they holde ſhould yerlde him obedience: and ts be 
bꝛiefe, we ſhould obtaine peace, that is ſo neceſſary to thts realme, 
Py maiſters, ſith pou are the Rings ſeruants. oꝛ at the leaſt, 
that von do ſo terme pour ſelues, and that it emes, beſides pour 


own ſapings, that you weuld haue vs belecue pou ſo to he: dare 


pꝛeſume that vou will hearken to my reaſons, and accept of them 
with a milde and vpꝛight mind: foz how free ſoeuer J be in m 
woꝛds, yet do J meane to ſay nothing that may be affenſiue vn⸗ 
to you, f 
Jpzap pot, my maiſters, theſe wiſhes and defircs, 2 


3 
72 


litle, which in reſpect ol them, J haue but touched by the wap, 1 
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Aqueſtion of this time, 


with ſuch zealous ſighs as ſceme to pꝛoctede from your ſt omas, 
do they ſimply growe of a holy affection to the wealth and peace 
of Gods Church and this realme, andthe ſakaation of the King, 
o rather ol ſome affeaed ſhew, then of any true efſence of god 
will: J am content to take them in the firſt ſenſe, which is the 


King would ſpeedely, without tarrying vntill a Councell hath 
determined the controuerfles that at this day raigne th:ough- 
out chꝛiſtendome about the diuerſitics ofopintons, concerning 
the Cath. Apoſt. and Romiſh religion, vtelde himſelfe to bee in⸗ 
ſtructed in the Catholike religion, his reakne would immediat⸗ 
ly grow to peace, and all ſaaions and partialities amongeſt vs 
ceaſe, | 

3 would fs God that that were the onelp let, and in ſo holy a 
deſire wil I neuer giue place toany . Befides, J am aſſured, 
that the King is ſo ready to learne, th it he will eaſely be content 
to be inſtructed and b2ought to the Cath, Apoſt. Nomiſh religi⸗ 


on, in caſe any man can ſhew and pꝛoue him to be in any erroꝛ: 


vet, map I tell you, that this remedy is nat ſufficient to cure our 
diſeaſes . Do pou beleue, that the Leaguers doe in heart deſire 
that the Ring would be bzonght to the Cath. Apoſt. Romiſh re- 
ligion ? If you do ſo thinke, you are deteiued. They ſame to de⸗ 
ſire it, but they would be veryſe2y it ſhould beſo, yea, albeit the 
Ning had done it, yet would they yelde him no moze ebedience 
then they now do, but rather they woulde vle his returne to the 
Cath. Church as a mcane to ſeuer the Germans, Suitzers, and 
other pꝛoteſtant nations from the Kings friendſhip, and ſo bzing 
him to loſe al credit and reputation both within and without the 
realme: a matter which great pꝛinces do continue acco2ding as 
they are thought of, and are ineffec conſtant , couragious and 
ſtedlaſt in their god purpoſes . Barke therefoze this one onely 
matter among many other of like pollicy, which now I thinke 
meete to ſhew you, fo2 ſo may you diſtouer the trueth of theſe 
their ſpeeches. : 

Che chiefe of the League, and among others the D. of Lo2- 
taine, perceiuing one of the kings chicfeſt humane fo2ces to con⸗ 
lit in the ſuccour that heerpeceth from the Germaines 


As nutz 
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bel, and ts belteue that ſincerely pon are of opinion, that ii ths 


Aqueſtionof this time. 


nothing ſo much as the diſcent ol an army of that nation, haue by 
their agents andfactozs giuen ts vnderffand to the pꝛinces Elec- 
toꝛs, and other lo2ds and potentates of Germany, that the Bing 
was become, oʒ at the leaſt had ſwoꝛne and pꝛomiſed the officers 
of the crowne and French nobility,that he would become a Ca⸗ 
tholike : That already both about hes perſon, and in his pꝛinci⸗ 
pall and moſt impoꝛtant affaires within the realme and with⸗ 
out, he vid almoſt none but Cathoukes . Which to be ſo, ſayde 
thep, mark what they be whom he hath ſent to be dealers in the 
leaup of ſuch Souldiours as he deſireth of vou: be they not all 
Catholikes 2 Pea, euen the ſame Miniſters and Ambaſſadours 


whome the late Ling vſed: What occaſion therefo2e haue your 


Lo2d{hips to grant pour ſucco2 to the king of Nanarre (foꝛ they 


do not otherwiſe entitle the King) rather then vnts the houſe of 


Lo:raine and Guiſe , oz to the King of Spaine their king and 
confederate 2 With this fleight and ſubtilty haue they troubled 
the Kings affaires in Germany,and lacked the leauy of his men 
of war, What then would they do if inderde the king were be- 
come a Catholike,conſidering that vpon a imple apparance on- 
ly they haue ſo ſhaken the amity which the pzinces of Germany 
do beare to the king? Hereupon thercfoze ye may conclude, that 
althe inſtance that the leagners make, to cauſe the N. to returne 
to the Catholike religion, tends only to withdꝛaw from him the 
loue of foꝛren pꝛoteſtant Pzinces , ſo to weaken his foꝛces of ſa 
much, Alſo that albeit he were become a Cath. vet the King of 
Spaine, with the houſes of Lozraine and Guiſe, and other bis 


and that with moze power and ſtrength then yet they haue: fo2 
vndoubtedly they would vie the power of Germany + other the 
pꝛoteſtants that now do alli the king in the defence ol his ſuc- 
cefſine and lawfull right to this craſvne, which they indeuour to 
wꝛeſt from bim, and al other the pꝛinces sf his blod and familie. 

This is the cauſe that the King (being well infs2med of the 
diifts andp2actiſes afo2eſaide, hath diſpatched the L. Uicount of 
Turenne to the Nueene of England, and thence into Germa⸗ 
ny to aſſure the pꝛoteſtant Pꝛinces of the contrarie of that that 
his enemies haue bzuited among them to his hind;ance , and 


— 


ennemies, would neuertheleſſe pꝛoſecute the warre againft him, 


ſhewe 
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Aqueſtion of this time. 
Hew them that it was no newes that he vſed the ſeruice of ca- 
tholiks, conſidering he had the like befoze he came to this crown, 
Alſo, that he intended equally to fauour and uſe all his obedient 
ſerua nts and ſubiects without acception 02 difference of religion: 


with aſſurance likewiſe to the ſaide Lady the Queene of Eng- 
land and pꝛoteſtant pꝛinces of Germany, that at what time ſoe- 


ner he ſhal cauſe himſelle to be inſtructed in the catholike religi⸗ 


on, he will withall pꝛocure to al chꝛiſtendeme the benefite of re- 
union in one ſole faith and religion, thereby at once to ceaſe all 


diuifions, warres and partialities arifing vpon the diuerſitie of 


opinions in religion. Let vs therefoze,J pꝛay pou, a little exa- 
mine what may b2ing ts all chꝛiſtendome in gener all, and parti⸗ 
cularly to this realme, the accompliſhment of your deſires. 

It were ſomewhat if the king were inffructed and hꝛought to 
the cath, Apoſt. and Romiſh religion, and with all mp heart mp 
ſelfe do wiſh it as earneſtly as any of you, vet muſt you with me 
confeſſe, that albeit we might reap the contentment of the fight 
hereof, yet his ſubicctes that are indued with the like opinion, 
would not nenerthelefſe be (6 ſone reclaimed: witnes Cafſiodo- 
rus who in the perſon of Theodozike king of the Gothes doth 
ſap: Religion dependeth not vpon our commaundement, 
for no man is forced to beleeue againſt his will: witnes alſs 
D. Bernard, who in another place ſaith : Faith muſt be perſua- 
ded, not forc ed, whereby theſe two great perſonages doe free- 
ly confeZe, that kings haue no power oucr the conſciences: be- 
ſides that, nothing ſhauld be ſs voluntary as religion, wherein, 
if the ſpirit be fo2ced, it map wel be ſaid, that religion is taken a⸗ 
Wap, and there is none at all left, And indeed we haue ſound that 
our kings how zealous catholikes ſocuer, could not in thꝛceſcoꝛe 
peares ſpace neither by their examples of earneſt Catho. Apoſt. 
and Romilh religion, neyther by fires, to2tures oꝛ tempozall 
weapons tame oz fo2ce the cõſciences of their ſubiects. To what 
purpoſe then were it fo2 the king to be a catholike , vnlefſe his 
pꝛoteſtant ſubic>s would ſo become alſo ? A do already ſ&me to 
heare ſome cry out ſaying ; we would perſwade, vea, euen fo2ce 
the king to denounce war againſt them, vnlefſe they would con- 
fozme themlclnes . Alas, ſo ſhould En into that where ⸗ 

+ out 


A queſtion of this time. 
out ye ſerke to depart , You ſay, The king becomminga catha⸗ 


like, we Mal be at peace: pet in your other diſcourſe pou ſie, that 
creeping out of one war, we ſhallfall into another as dangerous, 


much as we liſf,fo2 that is no cure ſoꝛ our calamities: weapons 
p:ouoke weapons, and aur minds only are cke, which we mut 
ſceke to cure hy documents and reaſons onely . Thus much foz 
the particularity of this realme. 

Shall the generall fate of chꝛiſtendome be any whit the bet⸗ 
ter? Is the king moze able to reduce fazren pꝛoteſtant Nations 
to the cath, apoſt. Romiſhreligion 2 There wil be ns want of 
firebzands of war to tel me with their vſuall diſcourſes : That 
the king who is a great warriour, may with the aſſiſtance of the 
copue and foꝛces of our holy father the Pape, and the King of 
Dpaine, in few2 poares reduce the fozraine people and Nations 
into the boſome of the Komiſh church. Such diſcourſes are much 
amiſſe, as experience of that which is paſt teacheth us: fo2 ſo 
ſhould we reenter into ſuch a labozinth, as without other moꝛo 
milde and lawfullmecanes, and Gods great helpe , we ſhall not 
eaſely get out againe: pea, ſ@ ſhould we fall to turning of an in⸗ 
_ wycele, able to leade vs and all chꝛiſtendome to a finall de⸗ 

ton. 

Po2eoner, pe are to thinke, that it were very vnſemelp ta 
the imuolavle fait of the king, to his conſt incie, inuincible 
m1z1mimitic,honour and reputation, fo ſleightly and ſodaine⸗ 
ty to alter his religion, whether in hope of a maze peaceabls 
raigne, 82 in intent to foꝛce and racke canſciences, and in all ex- 
trenitie toleauy war againſt thoſe that haue afſiited him in all 
vis aduerſities , and again wyame we are to imagine, that he 
beareth no bad minde, ith himſelſe being in the like caſe hath 
felt, thit euen in his ſoule, be thought it god. Mhich alſo is the 
cauſe, that he iudging others affection to religion by his owne, 
will not loꝛce the conſciences of vs catholikes , and woulde port 
then that he ſhauld fazce the pꝛoteſt ants? Judge ye whether it 
were any reaſon. Da we meant fo play with the R. and make 


—_ „ 


dz rather wozſe then the fozmer , Let vs then trie alarum as 


* 


him in his ations (wich ought to be kept in meaſure and cam 
paſſe) walks after aur fantaſies? a 


* 


* 


matter deſernes, touched ſuch inconneniences as are to be fearcd, 


diſcretion of thoſe that liſt moze deepely to penetrate thereinta, 


- cauncell? Inquistions, fires, gibbets, murders, warres, battels, 


ming wine to the frantſke az burning ague: but x; 


Aqueſtion vpon this time. 
it his declarations publiſhed both beſoze 4 ſince his comminf 
to this crowne, which haue relation hereto, and doe open to vs 


bis reſolution, | | 
A haue peraduenture moze b:iefly then J ſhonlde, oꝛ then the 


oz may come to paſſe, in caſe the king ſhould reclaime himſelle to 
the cathol. religion as readily as ſome doe deſire : but becauſe by 
this little that I haue ſaid, others may eaffly ſupply ſuch conflde- 
rations as may be conteiued in this behalfe, which J leaue to the 


wil pzoceeve to intreat ofthe pzofit and commoditie that may re- 
dound to al chaiftendome, ſo long as the king ſtandeth faſt in the 


declarations which he hath publiſhed both befoze and ſince his 
comming to the crowne , ſoz matter of conſcience and religion, 


where he alwayes ſubmitted him ſeife to the determination of 
u generall 82 nationall councell. 


The king is not alone in this realme ol his religion, there are 
but ouer many inſtructed therein, that do p2ofefle the ſame, Nel- 
ther in this realme alene are there many withdzawen from the 


_ Komiſh Church , but alſo in England, Scotland, Demnarke, 
Sweden Poleland, Germany, Switzerland. and other places, 


being moꝛe then halfe chꝛiſtendome. What wap therfoꝛe do ye 
thinke to be beſt to reclaime al theſe nations to the obedience of 
the cath. apoſt,Romilh church. whether war, 02 a fre generall 


ficge offownes, leagues, conuenticles, ſlaughters, aſſaults,poy- 
ſonings-: in batefe, all other meanes and ſubtilties in the wozlde, 
that theſe 30,ycres could be p2actiſed to the great deſolation and 
detriment of al chaiſkendame, but eſpecially of this realme, haue 
as pet nothing pzenalled. Only they. haue made a inamber of a- 
theifts, Liberties and Cpicures, contemncrs of Gad, his word, 
and church: we haue found thele medicines to benoſitter to ti 

to reſemi⸗ 


zol the mind, then is a ſtrong, clea 
die ofle to quench a flaming fire: oz as when a man hath paine 
in his arme, fa the curing theral to cut off his leg,oz other mem 


ber. r mne neee 
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in France, foz the determining 
ol Haut Paurice of Angiers, 


Aqueſtion of this time. 


neuer vſed any ſuch twles fo2 the rating ont of thoſe errours am 
bereſies which from tim: to time were ſowen and planted there- 
in. Parke inthe Acts ofthe Apoſtles what they did in the be- 
girming, in the cutting off of meats, and aboliſhing of Judaiſme 
which ſome though the circumciſion went about to continue in 


——— —— by Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Conſider what 


Conſtantine the great did fo; the ſuppꝛeſſion and 
tondemning al the herefte of Arrius. Der alſo what other Em- 
perours did in like caſes, what courſe thy toe to aboliſh the he⸗ 


reſies of the Neffozians, Pelagians, Anabaptiſts, and others, as 


the Counſelles called foz the ſame do teſfifie . Why then ſhall 


not we do the like in theſe dayes, where the gueſfion concerneth 
not a handful ef people retired from the Komith church, but e- 
nen halle chziſtendome? 


that the hereſies of theſe dapes are alredy tonden med by the coun⸗ 


cel of Trent:and therfoze, if that a pꝛaceſſe alredy iudged euen by 
decree, where all parties haue anſwered recipꝛocally, is not to be 


reduced to the file, what ſhal then become of a pꝛoceſſe iudged by 
default, and contumacie, where the parties haue neither appeared 
no; anſwered 2 But 
againſt the ſaid Conncell, as by ſundzy bwkes expꝛeſſely waitten 


plaine that they are not heard in the ſatd councel of Trent. That 
albeit they were thereto ſummoned and called, pet | 
not appeare,as doubting of the ſafety of their perſons , by reaſon 
of a certaine pꝛinciple both then, and yet holden by ſome of our di- 


uines, impoꝛting, That faith is not to be kept with heretikes: | 


and fearing the like ſucceſſe as happened to thoſe , who contrarie 
to the publike faith, and the Emperour 


Sigibmmpdes lafeconduct, 
"on put to death at the councel of Conſtance, Jf we were once 


grounded to condenme this opinion and errour, may 


we net be ii againe: Jt is nut the firſt time that there haue bene | 
diucrs councels holden fo2 the rwting ont of one fclfe herefie.Sith 


there haue bene two Councels holden in Italie, and one Sinode 


call a ge⸗ 
era 


—— 
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But now here commeth ſome angrie fellow that will tell me, 


omitting al other cauſes of nullitie aleadged 
doth appeare : the Pꝛoteſtants and Huguenots ds ſay and tom ⸗ 
they durft 


of the opiniün of a meane Deacon 


tribute the cauſes of whatſoeuer domage may enſue to the caths. 


Aqueſtion of this time. 


kerall fr& councell fo2 ſo many peoples and nations of Chaiffew 
dome, as at this dap are of diucrs opinions: Let vs then ſhewe 
that we ſeare not the tonchſtone: pea, let them know that egui- 
tie and trueth are on our ſide, which can neuer be reuerled in the 
pꝛeſence of God, who by his holy ſpirite alwaies alſiſteth a fre 
councel lawfully aſſembled and holden. 
I could be content here to make a digreſion and exclamatton 
again our holy fathers the Popes, who are oꝛ ſhould be the com- 
mon fathers of all faithfull and Catholike people, foz ſuffering ſo 
much chꝛiſtian blond to be ſhead about theſe arguments and con⸗ 
trouerſtes in religion: allo, fo2 that they haue rather fauoured, al- 
lowcd, and conſented to the leuping of ſuch wars hereabout, then 


eff of the courſe of hereſie: but in reſpec of the reuerence ol their 
mem:sꝛzie: the place that they haue holden, the hono? that J owe 
ts that holy ſea, andeſchewing of offence, J will holde mp peace. 
JI ſay therefoze , that as this ſicxenes of diuerſitie of opinions 
in religion is ſpirituall, ſo it is requifite thereto fo applie ſpiritual 
remedies and medicines. To ſay with ſeme, that the king is to be 
inſtructed, we may ſap as much of al other that holde the ſame ge 
pinions as he doth, and ſo when ſhal we haue done teaching ol e⸗ 
uerp one particularly: Againe, thinke pon ſo to win the conſent 
of the inhabitants ol England, Scotland, Denmarke, Sweden, 
Germanp, and other countries that hauc free exerciſe of their re- 
ligion without controlement 2 Merne pou that the doctours of 
Sozbotme, and other ſuch dimes ſhall be welcome to them in 
particular, when they come to miniſter vnto them this foe and 
inſtruction: Ye ate decefued: it is a mere mockerie , neither can 
that be the neceſſarie remedy ts this diſeaſe, Nothing but a gene⸗ 
rall councell can cure ſo generall a ſickeneſſe. Fo} the honour of 
God therfo2e, my Paiſfers, you that are ſeru amtes to God and 
the king, as well Cleargie men as others, neuer withand this 
courſe. And you of the League, let reaſon rule you, as well pour 
affaires are but in bad caſe; I ſay and affirme, that vnto ſuch as 
in lieu ol employing-themſclues about the calling of a generall 
councel, ſhall withſtand and hinder the ſame, we may tuſtly at⸗ 


apoſt. 


2 


vſed the ſpirituall ſws;d, the which is Gods woꝛd, fo2 the cutting 


; 8 


Aqueſtion of this time. 


Epoſtol. and Romilh religion, aduowing that they be guflfp and 
anſwerable befoꝛe god fo al the robberies,murders, fires. ſpoils, 


ranſoms, violations, xuines, calamities, and other outrages, and 
erceſſe of the warres. J know well enough, my maiſters, that 
many of pou do with that the king would become a cathslike, to 
the end ye might haue peace, and pe deſire peace to the end to re⸗ 
turne to pot houſes, there to inioy your wonted commonities 
and pleaſures. But if ye obtaine not this wiſh at Gods hand, ve 
map be well allured, that (as in a certaine place it is ſaide) it is 
becauſe pe al ke amiſſe, God knoweth your hearts, and can an- 
[were pcu as Chꝛiſt anſwered the ſormes of Zebede, Y c wot not 
hat ye aske : Let vs firſt therefoze aſke and ſeke after the 
* of God and his righteduſnes, ſo ſhall all things be ad- 
bed thereto. Foz I do tertainely belcue that the firſt point re⸗ 
guifit hereto, were to change and reſoꝛme our maners, our pꝛide, 


and our neighboꝛ, which at this day are not oncly coled,but euen 


almoſt quite quenched in vs. But ſith J am no divine, without 
grounding mp ſelle any deeper vpon diuinity, J will ende this dil⸗ 


courſe in the ſame fimple ſtile wherein J began. 


Ahundzed anda hundꝛed times,confidering the ſpoiles and de- 


ſolations p2occeding of the tragedies ſtirred vp thzonghout Chati- 


uerſity of i opinions in matter ol religion, 3 haue fudied how they 
might be appeaſed, pet ſtill my minde hath giuen me, and J haue 


thought it god ( vnder Goss god pleaſure, who onlp is able to fra: 
us from theſe miſeries) ſoꝛ ſome mighty chꝛiſtian pꝛintce, touched | 
with the ſpirite of God, a loner of his owne ſaluation , together 
with the peace and vnion of the vniuerſall Church, whoſe wozde | 
and faith had neuer bene called in queſtion, to labour ta the pope, . 
emperour, and other chꝛiſtian kings and pꝛinces, to ſummon an 
alſembly in maner ofa councell;o2 generall conference, whereto | 
it might be la wfull foz al ch2iſtian nations to ſend their cmbaſſa- | 
do2s,peputics,hoctours and dinines , men of milde and tractable | 
lannours, ſuch as eſpecially reſpetted the gloꝛy of God, the ſalua⸗ 
Ku al thewlelues and their neighbours, and the peace of all ch2ts. 


vanitie, ceuetouſnes, ambition and pleaſures, with other cur fins- | 
and bad demeanoꝛs, and to embꝛace charitie with the lone of God | 


ſtendome, but eſpecially in this realme , vnder the pꝛetence of di- | 


haue bin crept in o noꝛiſhed eee. 
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Fendeme, to the ende, by the teffimony and authozity of the hos 
ly ſcriptures, the auncient councels, the doctours and fathers of 
the church, ſuch as haue alwapes bene receiued and alls wed, to 
agree and conclude vpon a publike and general conſeſſian offaith, 
that may touch whatſoeuer is in cantrouerſie, oz dinerſly inter⸗ 
pꝛeted concerning the eatholike apoſtolike and Romiſh doctrin 
and religion, as alſo that euery the ſaide embaſſadours and de⸗ 
puties ſhould be auths2ized with epleciall power and p2orie ſuf- 
ficient ts grant, pꝛomiſe and ſweare in the behalfe of thoſe that 
might haue choſen, and ſent them, to obſerue and kepe, and reli⸗ 
giguſlp and inuiolably to tauſe ta be obſcrued and kept, whatſoes - 
wer ſhall be decided, concluded and decrerd in the (aide aſſembly. 
And withal reualuing in my mind who were the ſitteſt pꝛince in 
chꝛiſtendome, whom god might vſe as an inſtrument in ſa great 
a wozke, my heart gaue me aboue 8. peares ſince, that the king 
now raigning tempoꝛally ouer us, was moſt mæte: pea, and e⸗ 
uer ſince haue J bin perſuaded, that god ſtil pꝛeſerued him to that 
end. In which perſuaſion J am greatly confirmed, when pꝛiuatly 
I call to mind Gods wonderfull woꝛks, in the calling and bꝛing⸗ 
ing him to this crown. Foz it hath bin maruellsus pea, world 
gladly ſap enen miraculous, had not euer one ſeene it, oꝛ had 
not many particularities bene noted in ſundꝛp fozmer-waitings:- 
either if J wif, that among the kings ſeruants (foz ts them ſpe⸗ 
cially do J direct my ſpiech) there were any yet ſo dull, as not to 
baue conũdered, and diuers tunes meditated vpon the courſe of. 
things paſſed, Jcouldgladly ap vppon a b2tele rehearſall of the 
ſame in this place: but ſtudying ſoz hꝛenitie, leaſt I ſhould be te⸗ 
dious, I will onely ſay thus much: that fith.ſs extraozdinarily, 
contrary to the opinion and expectation of a great parte, and a-- 
gains the willes of many French men, and ſome mighty fozren 
enemies , GD D hath raiſed vp, andplacedin the ſeate rop- 
all, him whomethey rewced and pꝛoclaymed vnwenthy, 4 
am fully and ſtedlaſtiy reſolued, that he hath called and choſen 
bim, not only to raigne oner this realme, hut alſo to be the meane 
of peace and vnion th2oughout the catho. apoſtolike and Romtſh 
church, and to rote out all ſchiſmes, diniions + abuſes, that map. 


Which 


| 
| 
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Which foundation once laid, J will with Saint paule adde thus 


much, that ſuch as dorefiſt the kings dominion oucr this realme, | 


do reſiſt the ozdinance of God, and ſo purchaſe to thewſclucs eters 
nalldamnation : and therefo2e to the end to appeaſe Gods w2ath, 
all the ſubiects of this crowne ought to vnite themſelues in one 
will, to acknowledge andobep the king, that ſo we may attaine. | 
to a peace, whereby things decayed may be redzeſſed, ſmall ones | 
increaſed, iuſtice flouriſh, and oꝛder, which by wars is ſubuerted 
and cozrupted, be reftozed in all eſtates and functions, and finals 
ly the king, at the humble ſaite of his god and faithſull ſubiectes 
may deale with the ſaide Pope, Emperoer , and other Kings 
and Pzinces chꝛiſtian, fo2 the afſembiing and gathering of a ge⸗ 
nerall fre councell, wherein to aboliſh and end all controuerfics, 
and to reſozme whatſocner is any where cozrupted oꝛ amiſſe in 
matter of religion, 

Me thinkes that already J heare a common conſent of al na⸗ 
tions ch2iltian, to hearken to this ſo neceſſary a motion: yea, | 
that J even heare them lay, that ſith the king is the dealer, and 
that the generall councel ſhall be aſſembled vnter his faith and 
woꝛd, thep will not hencef@;th feare to ſend their cmbaſſadozs | 
and deputies, as being aſſured that every one map come ſaſely: 
that with all liberty they ſhall be receiued vnto a free debating ol 
their reaſons and declarations, and to lay open whatſocuer the 
fmaginations of their mindes in matter of religion, without a- | 
ny feare of moleſtation in their lives and perſons , Foz what 
Paince was there euer moze careſull of his faith then the King? 
Sith his cnemies haue and daily do relic thereupen,ſhalnot bis 


friends do the like? But withall it is mete that the ſaidnations | 


togither with their embafſato2s anddeputies, conſitering that 
it is the honoz and glozy of God, the quict and ſaluation of their 
ſoules, and the peace and vmion of the vniuerſall Church that is 
to be dealt in, ſhould be admoniſhed , laping afide all affections. 
andparticular paſſions, all conetouſnes,ambition,bittcrnes and 
obſtinacy,to come and bꝛing to the ſaid aſſembly milde and traf 
fable mindes, eafie to be illuminated and guided by the light of 
Gods wo2d, together with the authozitie of the doctrine of the 
antient councels and fathers of the Church, 6 | 
| x 
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test, befoze they enter info matter and conference, fhep are ko 
merte and agree vponſuch authozs and bokes as they wil accept 
to be the arbitratoꝛs andmndges of their contronerſies. 
| Who donbteth any longer of taking this courſe: What ſpirit 

of ſtrife will not lende his conſent hereto ! Who is ſo great an 
enemy to himſelfe, and to the whole name of Chaiſtianitie, as to 
chuſe warre and tempozall weapons rather then ſpirituall: The 
tontrouerſie is ſpirituall. let it be decided with ſpiritual weapons: 
1 am content to beleue that we al do agree herein ;reaſon ſo re⸗ 
quireth, neceſfifie fozceth . And J hope that God who with his 
holy grace and pꝛouidence guides al things, wil fanour the vows 

and hearty ſupplications which dax far the lame we ds and ill 
will poure fo2th vnto him. 
Z haue already chewed that the peace of this realme mult py⸗ 
tied bearer — — tountell, as alſo it will be 
vnpolſible to attain to the one the other: it ſhall not be a⸗ 
mille therefo2e in few woꝛds to ſay, that though peate, matter 
of religion muſt be ſtaied by pzouiſo vntil the reſolution of what 
ſoeuer ſhall be agreed, decided and concluded in the ſaide generall 
councell , It is an vſuall courſe to knitte againe a thzede in the 
ſame place where it was bzoken and when an Jnffrument of 
Puſicke is out of tune, men vſe not ſoʒ to bzeake the reſt of the 
firings, but by w2efting and ſlacking ol them, to reduce them to 
a conſent and harmonp as wel as they may. Euen ſo may peace 
be knit againe, and the harmony of this eſtate be reſtoꝛed in the 
place where it was bzoken . And this map be compaſſed by res 
eſtabliſhing things into the ſame Fate wherein they were whert 
the Leaguers thzongh their manileſt conſpiracies,commotions, 
and pꝛactiſes, foꝛced the late king to reuake the Edict that had 
pzeſcrued and maintained vs ſeauen peares on arowe in happie 
peace, concoꝛd, and tranquilitie thzoughout the realme. 

To conclude therefo2e, in ſo much as the Leaguers intent 
in ſceming to with the king would become a catholike, is wicked 
and captious, as we haue already ſhewed., alſo that the intents of 
others that terme themſelues the kings ſernants, and make the 
like wilh, are not ſo wel grounded, but that they may be reuerſed 
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tand vpon 
the kings inffruction and conuerflon, by the lame 
may reunite the church.o 
enrof faith, which is the greateſt benefit that 
of our L who wil grant our re- 
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